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AgstrAcT: Children and adolescents are per-
ceived to be more vulnerable to online sexual
solicitation and abuse than adults due to their
lack of digital skills or awareness of privacy risks,
a cause for growing concern among parents
and policymakers alike. This paper primarily fo-
cuses on grooming as a specific sexual offence
and explores the need for creating new private
laws such as invasion of privacy and the right
to delete information that no longer serves any
legitimate purposes. The study systematically
analyses the legal and policy framework in India
and the European Union for protecting children's
privacy and dignity online with a special focus
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Resumo: Criancas e adolescentes sdo tidos como
mais vulneraveis do que adultos em ambientes
virtuais no tocante ao assédio e abuso sexual,
essencialmente devido a falta de habilidades di-
gitais ou consciéncia dos riscos de privacidade,
situacdo que gera uma preocupacdo crescente
entre pais e legisladores. Este artigo concen-
tra-se principalmente no aliciamento de jovens
(sexual grooming) como delito sexual especifico
e explora a necessidade de criar novas regula-
mentacdes no ambito do Direito Privado que
envolvam matérias de invasao de privacidade e
o direito a exclusao de informacdes que nao sir-
vam mais a nenhum propésito legitimo. O estudo
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on investigating the realms of the right to era-
sure online. This work adopts both descriptive
and doctrinal research to analyse the correlation
between awareness of children's right to be for-
gotten and allied rights among the respondents
of various age groups. The study reveals that
there's a difference in the opinion of male and
female of India regarding children's right to be
forgotten on the internet. This paper suggests
that the use of a single formula to protect chil-
dren's privacy and dignity online is incomplete
until effective parental monitoring coupled with
felicitous legislation are not implemented.

Kevworps: Children, Private law - Right to be
forgotten - Privacy - Grooming.

analisa sistematicamente a estrutura juridica e
politica da protecdo da privacidade e dignidade
virtual dos jovens na india e na Unigo Europeia,
com foco especial no estudo do campo do direito
a exclusao de conteudos em ambiente virtual. O
trabalho adota uma pesquisa descritiva e doutri-
naria para analisar a correlacao, na india, entre
a consciéncia de entrevistados de varias faixas
etarias, em relacao ao direito ao esquecimento -
no caso de jovens - e direitos conexos. O estudo
revela que ha uma diferenca na opinido de ho-
mens e mulheres da india em relacio ao direito
das criancas de serem esquecidas na internet. Es-
te artigo sugere que o uso de uma Unica formula
para proteger a privacidade e a dignidade online
das criangas ndo ¢ adequado, sendo necessario
que o monitoramento eficaz dos pais, aliado a
uma legislacdo adequada, sejam medidas a se-
rem implementadas.

PALAVRAS—cHAVE: Criancas e adolescentes - Direi-
to Privado - Direito ao Esquecimento - Privaci-
dade - Aliciamento.
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[NTRODUCTION

The concept of grooming has long been recognised with the literature on child sex-
ual abuse and has procured notoriety in the past two decades. The term ‘grooming’ was
reportedly used by a group of law enforcement officials in the late 1970s to explain dis-
tinct aspects of an outlandish seduction pattern of offender behaviour which was first
been mentioned by Richard Von Krafft Ebing in 1886 in his publication titled Psycho-
pathia Sexualis.! Grooming commonly attributes to distinct non-violent methods used
by paedophiles to obtain access to and to control their child victims. The procedures pae-
dophiles employ are mostly motivated by the connection between them and the victim.

1. Ann Wolbert Burgess; Carol R. Hartman. On the Origin of Grooming. Journal of Interper-
sonal Violence, v. 33, n. 1, p. 17-23, 2018. Disponivel em: <https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/
abs/10.1177/0886260517742048>. Acesso em: 29 set. 2021.
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